
MORE THAN! 

5th Sunday after Epiphany – A February 5, 2017   Matthew 5:13-20 

 
Jesus set a pretty high bar. Let your righteousness exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees.  

That’s a tall order.  But it boils down to this: Outward shows of piety are pretty meaningless 

when we don’t back up our bluster with action. Real action that makes a difference. Real actions 

that speak louder than words. Actions of justice, mercy, and righteousness. These are the things 

that bring light and life to the world. So Jesus, the One who is the Light of the World, calls us to 

let our light shine before others so that they will see our good works and give glory to God. 

Last week we heard the first part of chapter 5 of Matthew’s gospel, which was a list of blessings: 

The Beatitudes.  You might recall that they spoke, not of future blessing, but rather, told us that 

being blessed is here and now. The kingdom is revealing itself in this world, which means we’re 

getting (and sharing) a glimpse of God’s love for God’s creation around us. 

That idea of being blessed in this time and place is important for us to remember.  Especially 

when we doubt or minimize our ability to make a difference. When Jesus talks about being salt 

and light, he doesn’t issue a promise that we will be those things someday; but rather, that we are 

salt and light now.  We are blessed. We have been given great gifts and abilities.  Already.  You 

are a child of God.  Don’t doubt that, because it’s part of the essential “you.”  Just like it’s hard 

to imagine salt not being salty. Or a city built up a hill that didn’t want to be public.  Likewise, 

we don’t turn on a light and immediately cover it up (or snuff out a candle) so that we can’t see 

anything. It would be unthinkable to cover over the essential purpose of anyone or anything.  

Salt and light, by their very nature, magnify our senses.  Salt is not salt for itself; it brings out 

flavor in food. Light reveals and points out; it helps us better to see the world around us. In the 

same way, Jesus tells his disciples that they are don’t exist simply for themselves, but to enhance 

this world. What they do matters. 

What we do matters. We hear the story, and Jesus tells us, as well: We are light, so let our lights 

shine. That way others will see our good works and give glory to God in heaven. That’s what this 

inclusive gospel is all about: sharing good news in word and in deed, so that the world will know 

God’s love. It’s why the newly baptized is presented a candle, and we send them with these very 

words: “Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your 

Father in heaven.”  That means, what you and I do as people who call ourselves “church,” and 

more specifically, as people who are the Emmanuel expression of the church, says a lot to people 

about what we believe about God and God’s love. 

That’s why Jesus raises the bar: Our righteousness should exceed that of the scribes and 

Pharisees. They were good at keeping the law (or at least they tried to look good keeping the 

law).  But were their hearts generous? Were they compassionate, loving, [and/or] forgiving? Or 

were their actions simply a way of drawing attention to themselves? We must be better than that. 

Or to translate it into the here and now: Imagine those who govern (any elected official) not 

worrying about how they look, or who they have to pay back, or what soul they have to sell in 

order to be re-elected. Imagine (and there are some bright examples) public servants who truly 

put the good of the many ahead of their own gain.  And to be more global, and less political: 

Imagine anyone who calls himself/herself “Christian” speaking and acting as Jesus did and 

would. And that goes for any person of faith acting on that faith. That would be allowing our 
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righteousness to exceed that of the pretenders and the pretentious.  

As Jesus reminds us, this way of living doesn’t minimize or trivialize the gift of the law.  God’s 

people, after all, identify themselves as people who live “set apart” lives, people who follow 

God’s laws. That is, we live in the world, but we allow God’s values to shape our lives, so that 

people may know God through us.  We must be better than good enough; and the Good News 

Jesus proclaims is that we already are! 

Our other readings for this day add salt and light to this theme. The prophet Isaiah warns God’s 

desire for action over ritual. The psalmist reminds us that the righteous are merciful and full of 

compassion. And the Apostle Paul favors, not big words to impress or confuse, but the simple 

truth of God’s generosity to inform our godly living: “Now we have received not the spirit of the 

world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by 

God.” [1 Corinthians 2:12] 

Last week we elected our leaders by acclamation and approved a budget for the year. We make 

plans, as God’s assembled people, so that we can be more than an audience, more than a club, 

but a congregation that is called, equipped, and sent for the world.  A lot of our discussion was 

centered on how we will be serving our neighbors in this community and beyond.  To get there, 

we will keep asking the question: “What do they need to hear? What do they need to live? How 

can we be a blessing and let those around us know that they, too are loved, cherished, blessed? 

In his comments on this week’s readings, Dr. David Lose wrote: “This is a difficult time for 

many people and for many reasons. We need salt and light in this world. And the crazy thing is 

that God has already provided it…right in and through the persons who will be seated in front of 

you this weekend. Tell them they are loved, Dear Partner. Tell them they are blessed. Tell them 

they are salt and light – already! And tell them that God is not done with them yet, that God will 

continue to bless the world through their prayers, words, and deeds as Jesus’ faithful disciples. 

Tell them, that is, that Jesus is making promises today, and we are all about to be changed by 

them.” [blog: “In the Meantime…” www.davidlose.net] 

I am looking forward to fulfilled promises and lives that are changed by the Gospel. Yours.  

Mine.  And the many lives we touch. Together, we can make the kingdom real.  Amen. 


